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METHODOLOGY

The Truth About America is based on an  
online quantitative survey of 1,000 nationally 
representative adult Americans aged 18 and 
over, conducted in February 2017.



1

!"#$%&'(#!%"
What does it mean to be an American today?

That’s a question many of us have asked ourselves 
in recent years—before, during, and certainly after 
events of 2016. What values have changed over 
time? How are we divided or united today? What 
makes us happy, hopeful, anxious, or angry? And 
how do all of these come together to paint a picture 
of today’s America?

So we asked Americans from all corners of the 
country, from the biggest cities to the smallest towns, 
representing every age, gender, and ethnicity, and 
every political identity, to tell us. They shared their 
experiences, doubts, and dreams to give us 50 states’ 
worth of opinions on the state of the union.

From what we heard, here are some emerging themes 
around today’s America. Some involve politics. Some 
involve brands. All involve people. Gaining a better 
understanding of these might help you and your 
brand in better understanding how you can serve 
today’s America.
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We’ve all seen how politics has become a greater 
part of everyday life in recent years, but what we 
didn’t anticipate was to what extent. 68% of us had 
read news about the government or politics within 
the last few hours, with 28% of those reads occurring 
within the hour. Politics is taking over TV ratings, it’s 
saving shows like Saturday Night Live, it’s impacting 
music, it took over the Super Bowl, and can be found 
on Twitter and through memes all over the internet. 
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To learn more about Truth Central,
please email us at truthcentral@mccann.com.




